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I   OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 

PURPOSE:  To present the sufficiency and superiority of Jesus Christ.  

AUTHOR:   The Holy Spirit, through Paul, Luke, Barnabas, Apollos, Silas, Philip, Priscilla, and 
others. 

TIMELINE: Before the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. Best dates are 67-69 A.D. 

SETTING: Jewish Christians were probably undergoing persecution, socially and physically, 
from both the Jews and Romans. Although the last days had begun, Christ had 
not returned to establish his Millennial Kingdom and the people needed to be 
reassured that Christianity was true and that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. 

BLUEPRINT:  

1. THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST (1:1-10:18) 

a) Christ is greater than angels 
b) Christ is greater than Moses 
c) Christ is greater than the Old Testament priesthood 
d) The new covenant is greater than the old covenant 

2. THE SUPERIORITY OF FAITH (10:19-13:25) 

MEGATHEMES OF HEBREWS 

THEME EXPLANATION IMPORTANCE 

Christ is 
superior 

Hebrews reveals Jesus’ true identity as 
God and the ultimate authority. He Is 
greater than any religion and greater 
than any angel. He is superior to any 
Jewish leader and priest. He is the 
complete revelation of God. 

Jesus alone can forgive your sin. He 
has secured your forgiveness and 
salvation by His death on the cross. 
You can find peace with God and the 
real meaning of life by believing in 
Christ. 

High 
Priest 

In the OT, the High Priest represented 
the Jews before God. Jesus Christ links 
us with God. There is no other superior 
way to reach God. Because Jesus lived a 
sinless life, he is the perfect substitute 
to die for our sin. He is our perfect 
representative with God. 

Jesus guarantees our access to God 
the Father, interceding for us so we 
can boldly come before Him with our 
needs. When we are weak we can 
confidently come to God for 
forgiveness and help. 



10/12/14               ONLY JESUS SAVES                   10/12/14 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 2 06/08/15 

 

THEME EXPLANATION IMPORTANCE 

Sacrifice Christ’s sacrifice was the ultimate 
fulfillment of all that the OT sacrifices 
represented; God’s forgiveness for sin. 
Because Christ is the perfect sacrifice for 
our sin, our sins are completely forgiven: 
past, present and future. 

Christ removed sin which barred us 
from God’s presence and fellowship. 
By believing in Him we are no longer 
guilty, but cleansed and made whole. 
His sacrifice makes the way for us to 
have eternal life. 

Maturity Though we are saved from sin when we 
believe in Christ, we are given the task to 
go on and grow in our faith. Through our 
relationship with Christ we can live 
blameless lives, be set aside for His 
special use and develop maturity. 

The process of maturing in our faith 
takes time. Daily commitment and 
service produce maturity. When we 
are mature in our faith, we are not 
easily swayed or shaken. 

Faith Faith is confident trust in God. God’s 
salvation is in his son Jesus, who is the 
only one who can save us from our sin. 

If you trust in Jesus Christ for your 
complete salvation, He will transform 
you completely. A life of obedience 
and complete truth is pleasing to God. 

II   BACKGROUND 

In Hebrews 6, the writer to the Hebrews warned the church to mature in Christ, seeing the 
extreme danger in the spiritual laziness of the church and their failure to move beyond 
elementary teachings. Christianity beyond the basics included thinking about Jesus Christ as 
the Great High Priest. This subject was introduced in Hebrews 5:10. 

Four Old Testament people were mentioned by the writer and a background on them will help 
us understand the point he was about to make: 

Abraham: He was the ancestor of the Israelite people, and his life is chronicled in Genesis 11-
25. Abraham was especially noteworthy as one who believed promises God made to him and 
then received what was promised (Hebrews 6:15). He also was counted as righteous by his 
faith (Genesis 15:6). Moreover, he offered a tithe to Melchizedek. 

Melchizedek: Our knowledge of him is based solely on Genesis 14:18-20. He was the king of 
Salem (Jerusalem), bringing out bread and wine, a priest to God Most High. He blessed 
Abraham and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. He was the only King-priest and he had 
no beginning or end as there was no information about his birth and death in Scripture. 

Levi: Abraham’s great-grandson (Genesis 29:34) and Isaac’s grandson, who had not even been 
conceived when Abraham tithed to Melchizedek. Levi was the original ancestor of Israel’s 
priesthood. 
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Aaron: Moses’ brother and the first Israelite high priest according to God’s command (Exodus 
4:14; Exodus 29:44). He was a member of the tribe of Levi. The high priesthood of Israel was a 
hereditary office based on descent from Aaron (Exodus 29:29-30; Leviticus 16:32). 

With these four individuals in mind, we will be better able to under how the writer arrived at 
his central truth: Through Jesus, our High Priest, Christians have an assured hope concerning 
their relationship with Him and their future. 

III   SCRIPTURE 

PPRROOMMIISSEESS  OOFF  GGOODD  ((HHEEBBRREEWWSS  66::1133--2200))  

In Hebrews 6:12 the readers were exhorted to imitate those who inherit the promises through faith and 
perseverance. In these areas, Abraham was a perfect example. After willing to even offer his son Isaac as a 
sacrifice, God offered Him a promise (i.e., Fourth Dispensation) and sealed it in an oath (Genesis 22:17). This 
oath is quoted in Hebrews 6:14. 

(13-18): God’s promises are reliable, so don’t be discouraged: After he had patiently waited, 
God came through for Abraham [i.e., 25 years from the time God promised him a son until 
Isaac’s birth (Genesis 17:16; Genesis 21:1-3)], gave him the promise and sealed it with an oath. 
This oath showed that God’s promises, like His character, are unchanging. Therefore, don’t be 
discouraged, as God has a refuge of hope ready for each of us that know His Son Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord. 

By two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie we have a strong consolation. These two 
immutable things are God’s promise and God’s oath. Since it is impossible for God to lie in either of these two 
things, God’s promises are unchangeable as well as trustworthy (Hebrews 13:8). 

"This passage teaches us … that an oath may be lawfully used by Christians; and this ought to be particularly 
observed, on account of fanatical men who are disposed to abrogate the practices of solemn swearing which 
God has prescribed in his Law." (Calvin)  

God’s promises are unchanging and trustworthy because God is unchanging and trustworthy. 
When promising Abraham a son, God took an oath in His own name. The oath was as good as 
God’s name and God’s name was as good as His divine nature. 

(19-20): Jesus will lead us into God’s glory, so don’t be discouraged: This hope we have as an 
anchor. But unlike a conventional anchor, we are anchored upward in heaven, not down in the 
ground. We are also anchored to move on, and not to stand still (i.e., not maturing in the faith).  

The anchor was a common figure for hope in the ancient world. Here it especially reminds us that we are 
anchored to something firm, but unseen (which enters the Presence behind the veil).  

You don't need an anchor for calm seas. The rougher the weather, the more important your anchor!  

We are also assured of access into the presence of God because Jesus has entered as a 
forerunner (). The Levitical high priest did not enter the veil into the Holy of Holies 
as a forerunner, but only as a representative. In contrast, Jesus has entered into the Father’s 
intimate presence so that His people can follow Him there. 
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The curtain hung across the entrance from the Holy Place to the Holy of Holies, the two innermost chambers of 
the Tabernacle (Exodus 26:31-35). The curtain prevented anyone from entering or even seeing the Holy of 
Holies. Only once a year, on Yom Kippur, could the high priest enter it to stand before God’s presence and atone 
for the sins of the people of the nation. However, Christ is in God’s presence at all times, not just once per year, 
as the High Priest who can continually plead for us (Hebrews 7:25B). 

Believers, who have anchored themselves to Christ in Heaven, are encouraged with hope and 
security for four reasons: 

1. Jesus has entered there: He completed His work of redemption and sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high; 

2. Jesus is there on our behalf: He pleads for believers before His Father and always lives 
to intercede for them; 

3. Jesus is our forerunner: Jesus secured the path so that others may follow (Matthew 
27:52); and, 

4. Jesus is our High Priest forever: Believers will be in God’s presence forever because of 
Christ. 

PPRRIIEESSTTHHOOOODD  OOFF  MMEELLCCHHIIZZEEDDEEKK  ((HHEEBBRREEWWSS  77::11--1100))  
 

The writer to the Hebrews explains a theme he introduced in Hebrews 2:17, that Jesus is our High Priest. These 
Jewish Christians would be very interested in Jesus as their High Priest, but would have a significant intellectual 
objection to the idea since Jesus did not come from the priestly tribe of Levi or from the priestly family of Aaron. 
These intellectual hang-ups were keeping them from continuing on to maturity in Jesus. This chapter is also 
important because it shows us how we should think of the Old Testament institutions of the priesthood and the 
Law. 

(1-3):  Melchizedek from Genesis 14:18-20: After Abraham defeated the confederation of kings 
who took his nephew Lot captive he met with a mysterious priest named Melchizedek (i.e., 
king of righteousness) from Salem (i.e., peace). These attributes parallel Jesus Christ, the Prince 
of peace (Isaiah 9:6) and the source of righteousness (I Corinthians 1:30). God did not allow 
the kings of Israel to also be priests and vice versa. Melchizedek, who was king of Salem 
(ancient Jerusalem) and priest of the Most High God, is a unique exception. 

Melchizedek was not merely a worshipper of the true God. He had the honored title priest of the Most High 
God. The greatness of God magnifies the greatness of Melchizedek's priesthood.  

Melchizedek blessed Abraham, and Abraham gave Melchizedek a tithe, which is a tenth part of all. In this case, 
all refers either to all the spoils of battle, or all of Abraham's possessions in total. 

There is nothing said about the genealogy of Melchizedek in the Genesis 14 passage or 
anywhere else in Scripture. As far as the Biblical record is concerned, he has no father or 
mother, no beginning of days or end of life. Though virtually all the commentators disagree 
with each other on this point, some think that without father, without mother, without 
genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God 
means that Melchizedek was a heavenly being, if not a pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus 
Himself. 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/Hbr/Hbr002.html#17
http://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/Gen/Gen014.html#18
http://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/Gen/Gen014.html#1
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Made like the Son of God: Melchizedek was made like the Son of God. It really isn't that Jesus 
has Melchizedek's kind of priesthood. Instead, Melchizedek has Jesus' kind of priesthood.  

Righteousness is the only true path to peace. People look for that peace in escape, in evasion, or in compromise; 
but they will only find it in righteousness. 

(4-10) Melchizedek is greater than Abraham because Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek, 
and because Melchizedek blessed Abraham: The priesthood of Levi received tithes from Israel 
as a commandment, but Abraham voluntarily gave tithes to Melchizedek. This makes 
Abraham’s giving to Melchizedek greater than Israel’s payment of tithes to the priesthood 
instituted by Moses. Abraham accepted that Melchizedek was greater when he received the 
blessing from him. Therefore, by the process of deduction, Melchizedek was superior to Levi. 

Because the whole tribe of Levi was genetically in the loins of Abraham when he did this, we see the Levitical 
priesthood paying tithes to the priesthood of Melchizedek.  This shows Melchizedek is in a position of authority 
over Abraham and his descendant Levi.  

“So to speak” in Hebrews 7:9 is important. The writer to the Hebrews knows he is making an 
allegorical point, so he doesn't want to be taken too literally.  

PPRRIIEESSTTHHOOOODD  OOFF  JJEESSUUSS  ((HHEEBBRREEWWSS  77::1111--2288))  
 

Jesus’ high priestly role was superior to that of any Levitical priest because the Messiah was of a higher rank 
(Psalm 110:4). Old Covenant animal sacrifices had to be repeated, offering only temporary forgiveness. Christ’s 
sacrifice was offered once and it offers total and permanent forgiveness. Under the New Covenant, the Levitical 
priesthood was cancelled in favor of Christ’s role as High Priest. 

(11): Levitical priesthood never made anything perfect: The simple fact that God describes a 
priest according to the order of Melchizedek shows there is something lacking in the 
priesthood according to the order of Aaron. The Levitical priesthood is associated with the Law 
of Moses. The priesthood of Melchizedek is associated with Abraham, not Moses. 

The levitical priesthood system permitted individuals to approach God but could not bring victory over sin. If 
perfection could come through the Levitical priesthood then a different priesthood would not have been 
necessary. God describes a priest according to the order of Melchizedek to show that there is something lacking 
in the Aaronic priesthood. 

(12): The changing priesthood and the change of the place of Moses’ Law: The priesthood of 
Aaron was connected to the Law of Moses. So if the priesthood is changed, we should 
anticipate some change of the Law’s status or place.  

The Levitical priesthood had a built-in obsolescence. Although lasting to 70 A.D., it could not implement the 
covering of sin since 586 B.C. when the Ark of the Covenant disappeared after Nebuchadnezzar conquered 
Judah and placed the Jews into exile. 

(13-14): Jesus could not be a priest according to Mosaic Law, as He is from the wrong tribe: 
Under the Law of Moses, God strictly commanded that only those from the family of Aaron 
could serve at the altar in sacrifice. Jesus is obviously not from the family of Aaron or the tribe 
of Levi.  

http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Heb&c=7&v=9#s=1140009
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The tribe of Judah (i.e., the tribe of Jesus’ lineage) had nothing to do with Aaron’s priesthood, which is the 
priesthood associated with the Law of Moses. Therefore according to the priesthood of Aaron and the Law of 
Moses, Jesus could never be a priest. Thus, if He is our High Priest, it must be under another principle. 

(15-17): God’s declaration that the Messiah belongs to another order of priesthood in Psalm 
110:4: The psalmist indicated that Melchizedek was a priest forever! Jesus’ priesthood is not 
based upon law or heredity, a fleshly commandment, but upon the power of God’s endless life.  

This could be said of the Messiah, who was a priest according to the order of Melchizedek. It 
could never be said of a priest according to the order of Aaron, none of whom had the power 
of an endless life and each of whom served a limited term, by their own life span, as priests. 
Jesus showed that His priesthood was superior, when He triumphed over death! 

In Matthew 22:41-46, Jesus’ own use of Psalm 110 during His ministry reveals that He Himself regarded the 
psalm as a prophecy about Himself. 

Matthew 27:1 says: When morning came, all the chief priests and elders of the people plotted against Jesus to 
put Him to death. Among those who conspired to put Jesus to death, there were priests of the order of Aaron. 
But Jesus by the power of an endless life, Jesus showed that His priesthood was superior, when He triumphed 
over death!  

(18-19): Why the law is annulled as a means of establishing our relationship and access to 
God: In its weakness and unprofitableness, the law made nothing perfect, for while the law 
sets God's perfect standard, it gives no one the power to keep that standard (Romans 3:23; 
Galatians 3:24). It reveals sin, but it cannot relieve sin. The law was weak. It could diagnose sin 
and reveal one’s faults, but it did not provide victory over sin (Romans 8:3). 

The law is still valuable as it shows us God’s perfect standard, but it was not ultimately intended to be the basis 
of a man’s walk with God. This is because the law is weak and unprofitable when it comes to saving my soul or 
giving me power over sin. The law provides expert diagnosis of our sin problem, which is absolutely essential. 
But the law does not provide the cure to our sin problem (Romans 3:20; Romans 5:20). Only Jesus can save us 
from our sin problem (Galatians 3:24-25). 

Since now, in Jesus, we have a better hope, through which we draw near to God, we are wrong 
to go back to building our Christian walk on the law.  Therefore the law is "annulled" in the 
sense that it no longer is the dominating principle of our life.  

The law does not draw you near to God the way God’s grace given in Jesus does. Yet many Christians live a legal 
relationship with God (i.e., walking in the flesh), instead of a grace relationship with Him! (i.e., walking in faith) 
(Ephesians 2:8-9). 

The writer comes to the same conclusion about the law as Paul did in Galatians 3:19-25, but he 
gets there in a totally different way. In Galatians 3:24, Paul shows the law as being a tutor that 
brings us to Jesus; in Hebrews, the law is associated with a priesthood which has been made 
obsolete by a superior priesthood. Our hope is in Jesus, not in the Law of Moses!  

(20-21): Jesus was made High Priest by the direct oath of God: The high priest of the order of 
Aaron was appointed by heredity, not by personal character. Jesus was appointed High Priest 
after the order of Melchizedek, and God even sealed His choice with an oath. 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/Psa/Psa110.html#4
http://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/Psa/Psa110.html#4
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=27&v=1#s=956001
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Gal&c=3&v=19-25#s=1094019
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(22): Jesus: our guarantee of a better covenant: Jesus has become a surety for a better 
covenant and He is that forever. It is similar to a person who cosigning a loan to guarantee 
payment, or someone who puts up bail for a prisoner. Jesus Himself is the guaranteed of a 
better covenant. 

The Old Covenant had a mediator (Moses), but no one to guarantee the people’s side of the covenant. 
Therefore, the people continually failed under it. But the New Covenant, a better covenant, has a cosigner on 
our behalf! The New Covenant depends on what Jesus has done, not on what we have done. He is the surety, 
we are not. We can now go directly to God through Jesus Christ. 

(23-25): An unchanging priesthood means a lasting salvation: The priesthood under the Law of 
Moses constantly changed, and so could be better or worse through the years. Jesus will never 
die, and has a permanent priesthood. We don’t need to worry about a “bad priest” replacing 
Him. The unchanging nature of Jesus’ priesthood means that the salvation He gives is also 
unchanging and secure. Because He is our High Priest forever, He can save forever. 

The verb ‘to save’ is used absolutely, which means that Christ will save in the most comprehensive sense. He 
saves from all that humanity needs saving from. His sacrifice is permanently valid. Can a Christian lose his or her 
salvation? Abide in Jesus and you never need to be concerned about it (John 15:1-6). 

Romans 8:33-34 reflects how important Paul thought the intercessory work of Jesus was on 
our behalf. There, he pictures Jesus defending us against every charge or condemnation 
through His intercession for us.  

Luke 22:31-32 gives an example of Jesus' intercession for His people: Simon, Simon! Indeed, 
Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, that your 
faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren. Jesus prays 
to strengthen us in trial and attack, and against Satan's accusations.  

(26-28): Jesus is better qualified to be a High Priest than any priest from the order of the Law 
of Moses: The priests under the Law of Moses did not have the personal character of the Son 
of God. Jesus’ character is: Holy (without any deficiency or failure), innocent (without guile or 
deception), undefiled (without spot, pure), separated from sinners (in the sense of sharing in 
their sin), and exalted above the heavens (ascended to the right hand of the Father). Jesus is 
far superior in His personal character than any earthly priest that ever lived. 

These verses also help explain why Jesus had to die. Based on the Jewish sacrificial system, Jesus’ death served 
as the perfect atonement for our sins (Hebrews 7:12-14), and His death brings us eternal life (I John 2:1). 

The perfect character of Jesus is proven by two facts: (1) by His exaltation in heaven; and, (2) 
by the fact that He did not need to offer up sacrifices; first for His own sins, which the other 
priests needed to do daily. 

Thus we can conclude: (1) The priesthood He has given Christ is forever; (2) What Jesus did to save sinners is 
permanent; and (3) The hope of Christians is secure. Thanks be to Jesus our High Priest!! 

Jesus has done it all and there is nothing you can do to improve His work. Nothing you do adds 
to God’s acceptance of Jesus’ sacrifice. So how do the benefits of Jesus’ sacrifice become 
yours? You receive the gift of salvation by faith (Habakkuk 2:4; Ephesians 2:8-10), trusting in 
Jesus entirely (John 14:6) for salvation.  

http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rom&c=8&v=33-34#s=1054033
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Luk&c=22&v=31-32#s=995031

