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I   OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF II PETER 

PURPOSE:  To warn Christians about false teachers and to exhort them to grow in their faith 
  in and knowledge of Christ.  

AUTHOR:    Peter, the apostle.  

TIMELINE:   Approximately 67 A.D, three years after I Peter was written.  

SETTING:  Peter knew his time on earth was limited, so he wrote about what was on his  
  heart, warning believers of what would happen when he was gone; especially  
  about the presence of false teachers. He reminded all Christians of the   
  unchanging truth of the gospel.  

BLUEPRINT:    A. Guidance for growing Christians (1:1-1:21); 

  B. Danger to growing Christians (2:1-2:22); 

  C. Hope for growing Christians (3:1-3:18) 

MEGATHEMES OF II PETER 

THEME EXPLANATION IMPORTANCE 

Diligence If our faith is real, it will be evident 
in our godly behavior. If people are 
diligent in Christian growth, they 
won’t backslide or be deceived by 
false teachers. 

Growth is essential, beginning with our 
faith and culminating in love for others. 
To keep growing we need to know God, 
keep on following Him, and remember 
what He taught us. We must remain 
diligent in faithful obedience and 
Christian growth. 

False Teachers Beware of false teachers who were 
proud of their position, promoted 
sexual sin, and advised against 
keeping the Ten Commandments. 
Peter countered them by pointing to 
the Spirit-inspired Scriptures as our 
authority. 

Christians need discernment to be able to 
resist false teachers. God can rescue us 
from their lies if we stay true to His Word 
and reject those who distort the truth. 

Christ’s return One day Christ will create a new 
heaven and a new earth, where we 
will live forever. As Christians, our 
hope is in this promise. But with 
Christ’s return comes His judgment 
on all who refuse to believe. 

The cure for complacency, lawlessness, 
and heresy is found in the confident 
assurance that Christ will return. God is 
still giving unbelievers time to repent. To 
be ready, Christians must keep on 
trusting and resist the pressure to give up 
waiting for Christ’s return. 
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II   BACKGROUND 

After clearly describing and denouncing false teachers, Peter turned to a new subject. The 
presence of false teachers in the church was clearly unsettling to early Christians. The strange 
doctrines, as well as denial of some doctrines Peter and other sound teachers had brought them, 
became an occasion for the church to wonder and doubt. Peter wrote to remind believers that all 
these troubles were a matter of prophesy. Rather than being an occasion for turning their backs 
on Christianity, the presence of opposition and turbulence was actually a sign the believers to 
whom Peter wrote were on the right track. 

Additionally, by the time Peter wrote this letter, approximately 30 years had passed since Jesus 
ascended into Heaven with the promise of His return. Early Christians, for some reason, expected 
this return imminently, and this is reflected in much of the New Testament. The delay was 
troubling to the early Christians and became a point of great discussion and confusion. Peter 
reminds the churches that God works on a very different time scale than we do (II Peter 3:8) and 
clarified the doctrine of Christ’s second coming and to reassure the churches..  

III   SCRIPTURE 

RREESSIISSTT  AANNDD  RREESSTT  ((33::11--77))  

IIII  PPeetteerr  33  --  LLiivviinngg  LLiikkee  aa  LLaasstt  DDaayyss  CChhrriissttiiaann  

(1-2) Another reference to the importance of being reminded: Peter, returning to the warm 
tone of his first letter, again (II Peter 2:13) writes a reminder the churches that were to read his 
letter Now, he wants to emphasize what they should know in light of the coming of Jesus, as 
well as the prophecies surrounding His second coming. 

(3-4) Message of scoffers: 21st Century Christians should not be surprised to find individuals 
who scoff at the idea of Jesus coming again. Peter told us almost 2,000 years ago that scoffers 
will come in the last days, which began when Jesus ascended into heaven (Acts 1:8). The 
central message of scoffers is to question the promise of His coming. They point out that 
Christians have talked about Jesus coming for two thousand years, and He still hasn’t come 
back yet. 

When are the last days? In a sense, the last days began when Jesus ascended into heaven. 
Since that time, we haven’t rushed towards the precipice of the consummation of all things, 
but we have run along-side that edge; ready to go anytime at God’s good pleasure. 

In the last days, scoffers will say that Jesus is never coming back, but Peter refutes their argument by explaining 
God’s mastery over time. The “last days” is the time between Christ ascending into Heaven and His second 
coming. Thus, we, like Peter, live in the last days. We must do the work which God has called us and believe that 
he will return as promised. 

These scoffers do not only have an intellectual problem with God and His word, but they also 
have a clear moral problem, wanting to reject the Lordship of Jesus Christ over their lives. The 
scoffers base their message on the idea that things have always been the way they are right 
now, and that God has not and will not do anything new in His plan for creation. 

http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Pe&c=3#1
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Pe&c=3#1
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Pe&c=3#3
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“The argument of the false teachers is essentially a naturalistic one - a kind of uniformitarianism that rules out 
divine intervention in history.” (Blum) 

(5-7) Error of scoffers: Peter exposes the central error of the scoffers. They presumed upon the 
mercy and longsuffering of God (i.e., forbearance), insisting that since they have never seen a 
widespread intervention and judgment of God, and that there will never be one. But they 
willfully forget the judgment God poured out on the earth in the days of Noah. They were the 
1st Century history revisionists. 

The Bible clearly teaches that the active agent in creation was God’s word: He spoke, and 
creation came into being. 

Peter’s point is that things on this earth have not always continued the way they are now. The earth was 
different when God first created it, and then it was different again after the flood. Therefore if God promises 
that He will make it different again, He certainly will do it. The same God that created all matter (Genesis 1:1-
2:22), and judged the world in the flood (Genesis 6:14-7:24) will one day bring a judgment of fire (Revelation 
19:20; Revelation 20:10-15) upon the earth. In Noah’s day the earth was judged by water. At the second coming 
it will be judged by fire as God promised He would never destroy the world again with water (Genesis 9:11-17). 

BE AWARE AND BEHAVE (3:8-13) 
 

Even though the church was exhorted to remember what God had done in the past, the fact of Christ’s apparent 
delay still remained an issue. Peter addressed this by elaborating on the truths that scoffers deny but which 
God’s people cling to.  

(8-10) Truths that scoffers deny but God’s people cling to: Peter shows that our 11+-
dimensional God exists in a frame of reference that is transcendent to our frame of reference, 
and that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. Peter 
quotes from Psalm 90:4, “For a thousand years in Your sight are like yesterday when it is past, 
and like a watch in the night”. In other words, what seems like forever for us is but a short time 
for God, just as an hour may seem an eternity for a child but a moment for an adult. 

Peter is not giving some prophetic formula, saying that a prophetic day somehow equals a 
thousand years. He is communicating a general principle regarding how we see time and how 
God sees time. When people use this verse as a rigid prophetic “key” it opens the door for 
great error. God operates outside of time since time did not exist before the Creation. This is 
why He can see from Eternity Past through Eternity Future continuously. 

Our ignorance should not become an occasion for doubt, but it should simply drive us to faith and trust. 

Peter is not giving some prophetic formula, saying that a prophetic day somehow equals a thousand years. He is 
communicating a general principle regarding how we see time and how God sees time. When people use this 
verse as a rigid prophetic “key” it opens the door for great error. 

The truth is that God will keep His promise, and without delay, according to His timing. Any 
perceived delay from our perspective is due to not fully understanding the longsuffering of 
God, who allows many as much time as possible for repentance. God wants the Age of Grace to 
last long enough to bring everyone who has been called and who repents into His Kingdom.  

http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Pe&c=3#8
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Psa/Psa090.html#4
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How many of us are glad that Jesus didn’t return ten years, or five years, or two years, or one year, or two 
months ago? There is a compassionate purpose in God’s timing. 

Peter’s statement reflects God’s heart of love for the world (John 3:16), and His compassionate 
sorrow even in the righteous judgment of the wicked. 

God may have seemed slow to these believers as they faced persecution every day and longed to be delivered. 
But God is not slow; He is just not on our timetable (Psalm 90:4). Jesus is waiting so that more sinners will 
repent and turn to Him. We must not sit and wait for Christ to return, but we should realize that time is short 
and we have important work to do. Be ready to meet Christ any time, even today; yet plan your course of 
service as though He may not return for many years. 

Though the Lord’s longsuffering love to the lost makes it seem that perhaps He delays His 
coming the truth is that He will come. When Jesus does return, He will come at a time that will 
surprise many, as a thief in the night (I Thessalonians 5:2; Matthew 24:42-44). The ultimate 
result of His coming will be a total transformation of this present world in which the heavens 
will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat. 

Peter closes his second epistle with an exhortation to the churches for Holy and godly living in anticipation of a 
new created order that may come any day, or may be awhile off. However, one thing is for sure and that it is 
going to happen. 

(11-13) Holy and godly living in anticipation of a new created order: Since this world order 
and the things associated with it will be ultimately dissolved, we should live our lives seeking 
first the Kingdom of God and its righteousness; having holy conduct and godliness. God wants 
your investments in eternal things which you will keep, not temporal things which will pass 
away. 

Faith is not a shed attached to the main building of our lives, but it is the main structure of our 
lives and it should govern our thoughts, speech, and actions. 

 The day of the Lord is the day God’s judgment comes upon the earth. Christ’s Second Coming will be sudden 
and terrible for those who do not believe in Him. But for those who are morally clean and spiritually alert, it 
won’t come as a surprise. The Old Testament prophets discussed the day of the Lord (Isaiah 34:4; Joel 3:15), as 
well as Jesus when He was on earth (Matthew 24; Mark 13; Luke 21), and the resurrected Jesus from Heaven 
(Revelation 6:12-17). 

Peter tells us that the very elements of this world order will be dissolved. God will genuinely 
make a new heavens and a new earth (Isaiah 65:17). It is the re-creation of this world order as 
described in Revelation 21:1; only possible after all evil has been dispensed with. 

We can actually do things that will “help” Jesus return sooner, as Peter says that we hasten the 
Lord’s coming by our holy conduct and godliness. We can also hasten the Lord’s coming 
through evangelism (Romans 11:25) and prayer (Daniel 9; Revelation 22:20). 

The most glorious characteristic of this new heaven and new earth is that it is a place in which 
righteousness dwells. In God’s plan of the ages, this happens after the millennial earth ruled by 
Jesus Christ. It is the re-creation of this world order as described in Revelation 21:1. 

http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Jhn/Jhn003.html#16
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Pe&c=3#11
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Isa/Isa065.html#17
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Rev/Rev021.html#1
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rev&c=21#1
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God’s purpose for people is not destruction but re-creation (Isaiah 66:22; Revelation 21-22). God will purify the 
heavens and earth with fire; then He will create them anew. We can joyously look forward to the restoration of 
God’s good world. 

WORK AND WATCH OUT (3:14-18) 

(14-15A) Keep diligent and do not despise the longsuffering of God: If our hearts are really set 
on the glory of the new heaven and new earth, we will focus on walking godly in regard to our 
brothers and sisters and in regard to God [Romans 12:1-2). 

We should not become lazy and complacent because Christ has not yet returned. Instead, we should live in 
eager expectation of His coming. What would you like to be doing when Christ returns? This is how you should 
be living each day. 

(15B-16) Note regarding the letters of the Apostle Paul: Peter affirms Paul’s teaching in the 
warmest terms, calling Paul beloved, and he says that Paul writes with wisdom. This praise 
from Peter is even more remarkable when we remember that at one time Paul publicly 
rebuked Peter for public compromise (Galatians 2:11-21).  

Though Peter praises Paul’s ministry, he will admit that some things in Paul’s writings are hard to understand, 
and those who are untaught and unstable can use some of the difficulties to their own ends, twisting Scripture. 

Peter reminds us that the Scriptures can be twisted. Just because someone quotes Scripture 
doesn’t mean that they teach Biblical truth. That’s why we should be like the Bereans, 
who searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so (Acts 17:11). 

(17-18) Conclusion: Peter concludes his second epistle encouraging those, who know of the 
Day of the Lord, and await it with patient expectation, must persevere or we fall. We must take 
care to keep abiding in Jesus (John 15:1-8), continually growing in grace and knowledge of 
Jesus. 

Christians can always grow and learn as the depths of grace are limitless and the knowledge of God is 
immeasurable. 

http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Pe&c=3#15
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Gal/Gal002.html#11
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=Act&c=17#11

