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I OVERVIEW OF THE REVELATION 

PURPOSE: To reveal the full identity of Christ and to give warning and hope to believers. 
 

AUTHOR:  The apostle John. 

TO WHOM WRITTEN: The seven churches in Asia and to believers everywhere. 

DATE WRITTEN: About 95 A.D. 

SETTING: Most scholars believe that the seven churches of Asia to whom John writes were 
experiencing the persecution under the Roman emperor Domitian. The Roman authorities had 
exiled John to the Island of Patmos off the coast of Asia. John, an eyewitness of the incarnate 
Christ, has a vision of the glorified Christ. God also reveals to him what is to take place in the 
future, which is God's Judgment on humankind and the ultimate triumph of God over evil. 

BLUEPRINT:  

Letters to the Churches (1:1-3:22) 
Message for the Church (4:1-22:21) 

 Worshipping God in Heaven     Breaking the seven seals 
 Sounding the seven trumpets    Observing the great conflict 
 Pouring out the seven plagues    Seizing the final victory 
 Making all things new 

MEGATHEMES 

God's Sovereignty God is sovereign and greater than any other power in the Universe. God 
is not to be compared with any other leader, government, or religion. 
He controls history for the purpose of uniting true believers in loving 
fellowship with Him. 

Christ's Return Christ came to earth as a "Lamb", the symbol for the perfect sacrifice for 
our sin. He will return as the triumphant "Lion", the rightful ruler and 
conqueror. He will defeat Satan, settle accounts with all those who reject 
him, and bring his faithful people into eternity. 

God's Faithful People John wrote to encourage the church to resist the demands to worship 
the Roman emperor. He warns all God's faithful people to be devoted 
only to Christ. The revelation identifies who the faithful people are and 
what they shall be doing until Christ returns. 

Judgment  One day, God's anger towards sin will be fully unleashed. Satan will be 
defeated with all of his agents and false religion will be destroyed. God 
will reward the faithful with eternal life, but all who refuse to believe in 
Him will face eternal punishment. 

Hope   God will create a new heaven and a new earth. All believers will live 
with Him forever in perfect peace and security. Those who have already 
died will be raised to life. These future promises bring us hope.  
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II FRAME OF REFERENCE 

The four views of the Book of Revelation: 

1. Preterist View: John is writing to encourage Christians in his own day who are 
experiencing deep persecution from the Roman Empire. 

2. Historicist View: The book of Revelation is a presentation of history from John's day 
until the Second Coming of Christ. 

3. Idealist View: The book of Revelation is a symbolic representation of the continual 
struggle of good and evil. It does not refer to any particular historical events. It is 
applicable at any point in history. 

4.  Futurist View: Except for the first three chapters, John is describing events that will 
occur at the end of history. 

This study of Revelation is the futurist view from a pre-wrath, pre-millennial perspective: 

Revelation 4-22 are in the future. The rapture will occur prior to the Day of the Lord when He 
pours out His wrath in judgment, but after the abomination of desolation at mid-tribulation, and 
the Millennium, does not occur until Revelation 20:2 after the Second Coming of Christ and the 
resurrection of the saints. 

III   BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW 

In Revelation 19, we see why Babylon was decimated, as John sees a vision of the triumphant 
Return of Jesus Christ to Earth to conquer the apostate nations that gathered against the 
supernatural forces of our Lord and His angelic army. The Antichrist and the False Prophet are 
thrown into the Lake of Fire. However, the third member of the Satanic Trinity, Satan, has not yet 
been judged. 

Christ's triumph is not total or final until Satan himself is finally and totally defeated. Satan's 
defeat is not part of the vision of Armageddon and Christ's judgment. As great as the victory at 
Armageddon is, Satan is not seized along with the Beast and the False Prophet and thrown into 
the Lake of Fire. For Christ to be totally and finally victorious, Satan must be judged for his 
rebellion. John saw Satan bound for 1,000 years and Christ reigning in glory (i.e., theocracy) 
during the millennium (Revelation 20:1-6). Satan is released after being bound for a 1,000 years 
and causes grief again for people before he is thrown in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:7-10). 
Next, John saw God sit as Judge at the Great White Throne Judgment while all unsaved people 
came before Him to be judged (Revelation 20:11-15). Those people whose names are not in the 
Book of Life were thrown in the Lake of Fire, where the Beast, the False Prophet, and Satan, are 
tormented for eternity. At that point, all evil in its entirety has been annihilated and the Universe 
contains the unabated righteousness of God. All who remain were written in the Book of Life and 
are still covered from their sins by the Blood of the Lamb. No sin exists at this point in time and 
beyond.  

The stage is set for God’s Second Creation, New Jerusalem, part of a New Heaven and a New 
Earth, a wedding present from the Bridegroom to the bride. 
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Revelation 21 begins a new section of the Book of Revelation: (1) Jesus, the Lord of the 
Churches (Revelation 1:1-3:22); (2) Jesus, the Lion over the nations (Revelation 4:1-20:15); 
and, (3) Jesus, the Lamb among believers (Revelation 21:1-22:21).  

Revelation 21-22 portrays the ultimate fulfillment of the 9 blessings of the beatitudes: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven (Revelation 21:1) 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted (Revelation 21:4) 

Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth (Revelation 21:1) 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness for they will be filled (Revelation 
21:26-27) 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy (Revelation 22:4) 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God (Revelation 22:4) 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God (Revelation 21:7) 

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven (Revelation 21:1) 

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 
you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you (all of Revelation 21-22). 

IV   SCRIPTURE 

NNEEWW  HHEEAAVVEENN  AANNDD  NNEEWW  EEAARRTTHH  ((2211::11--88))  
 

The Satanic Trinity, Death, Hades, and all who were not written in the Book of Life have been irreversibly cast into 
the Lake of Fire, and thus all manner of evil has been destroyed. Earth and sky have fled from God's presence 
(Revelation 20:11) and have been destroyed with fervent heat (II Peter 3:12). A new heaven and new earth as first 
promised in Isaiah 65:17-25 is being created. The sea, and six other evils (i.e., death, mourning, weeping, pain, 
curse, and night) are no more. First mentioned in Revelation 3:12, New Jerusalem is seen coming down from 
heaven; a city with foundations that was alluded to in Hebrews 11:10-16 and Hebrews 12:22-23. New Jerusalem is 
prepared for the church, the bride of Jesus Christ. It is the final place for all of the Old Testament prophets, New 
Testament saints, and all others who were made righteous by the blood of Jesus Christ.  

(1) The new heaven and the new earth: A new earth with a new atmosphere and sky is a 
familiar theme in Scripture. Many OT and NT prophets spoke to this new heaven and new earth 
(Isaiah 65:17-19).  

The new heaven doesn't mean the heaven where God is enthroned, as the Bible uses the word heaven in three 
senses. The first heaven is the earth's atmosphere, the "blue sky." The second heaven is outer space, the "night 
sky." The third heaven is the place where God lives in glory. When Scripture speaks of a new heaven, they mean 
a new "blue sky" and a new "night sky," not a new heaven where God dwells.  

"In this chapter we see that the history of time is finished; the history of eternity is about to begin." (Barnhouse)  

http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rev&c=1&v=1#s=1168001
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rev&c=3&v=22#s=1170022
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rev&c=4&v=1#s=1171001
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rev&c=20&v=15#s=1187015
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rev&c=21&v=1#s=1188001
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rev&c=22&v=21#s=1189021
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Isa&c=65&v=17-19#s=744017
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No more sea: To the Jewish mind, the sea was a place of separation and evil. Already in 
Revelation it is shown to be the source of the Satanic beast (Revelation 13:1) and the place of 
the dead (Revelation 20:13). In other Scripture, the sea is associated with the heathen (Isaiah 
57:20) and opponents of the Lord that must be conquered (Psalm 89:9).  

(2-4) New Jerusalem descends from heaven: This is the Jerusalem of hope (Hebrews 12:22), 
the Jerusalem above (Galatians 4:26), the place of our real citizenship (Philippians 3:20).  

Man has never known a community unmarred by sin. Adam and Eve only knew a limited community, and 
community in a larger context only came long after the Fall. Here, in the New Jerusalem, it is totally unique: a 
sinless, pure, community of righteousness, a holy city. This city is not, and never can be, the achievement of 
man, but only a gift from God. Man has always failed at developing a utopia because of his sin-filled heart. 

Prepared as a bride adorned for her husband: The most beautiful thing a man will see is his 
bride coming down the aisle ready to meet him. This is how beautiful New Jerusalem will be.  

Tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them: Moses' tabernacle represented 
the dwelling place of God on earth; a past representation of the dwelling place of God. This 
tabernacle is the reality of God’s presence.  

God's desire is to live in close fellowship with man, and man's purpose is to be a people unto God.  

Former things have passed away: New Jerusalem is distinguished by what it does not have 
(i.e., no tears, no sorrow, no death, no pain). Later it will be shown that the New Jerusalem also 
has no temple, no sacrifice, no sun, no moon, no darkness, no sin, and no abomination.  

With evil destroyed, God now has total intimate fellowship with His people. For God to dwell with man is the aim of 
the gospel, the fulfillment of God's covenant with man and His plan of salvation. Man has the same intimacy with 
God that he once shared before the fall in Genesis 3. The covenant to be our God was first established with 
Abraham (Genesis 17:7) in the fourth dispensation and now has found fulfillment in Revelation 21. 

God will wipe away every tear from their eyes: Tears of bereaved affection, of sympathy, of 
mercy, of persecuted innocence, of contrition, of penitence for faults and crimes against the 
goodness and majesty of heaven, of disappointment and neglect, of yearning for what cannot 
now be ours; all will be dried forever.  

The curse of pain and death has been revoked, which fulfills Isaiah 25:8; Isaiah 35:10; Isaiah 51:11, and Isaiah 65:19. 
It is replaced with eternal life, rejoicing, laughing and joy. The situation is much different than it was in the Garden 
of Eden because Satan and the fallen angels are no longer around to tempt mankind. Isaiah 65:17 tells us that the 
former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. The pain and suffering of this world is temporal 
and our focus should be on the first day we spend in Eternity in New Jerusalem. 

(5) All things new: This is an authoritative announcement, coming from the throne of God; one 
of the few times in Revelation where we clearly see God speaking directly from His throne. This 
statement is in the present tense; the consummation of God's work of renewal and 
redemption, having begun here and now in our present time.  

Paul saw this transformation at work on this side of eternity (II Corinthians 4:16, II Corinthians 5:17).  

http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rev&c=13&v=1#s=1180001
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rev&c=20&v=13#s=1187013
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Isa&c=57&v=20#s=736020
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Isa&c=57&v=20#s=736020
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Psa&c=89&v=9#s=567009
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Heb&c=12&v=22#s=1145022
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Gal&c=4&v=26#s=1095026
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Phl&c=3&v=20#s=1106020
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Co&c=4&v=16#s=1082016
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Co&c=5&v=17#s=1083017
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This is a brief glance at the thinking behind God's eternal plan; to allow sin and its destruction 
in order to do a greater work of making all things new (Romans 9:20-22). At this point in His 
plan of the ages, the plan is complete; redeemed man is greater than innocent man; that we 
gain more in Jesus than we ever lost in Adam. God's perfect state is one of redemption, not 
innocence.  

(6-8) Invitation and warning: God's eternal purpose in Jesus is now accomplished. Ephesians 
1:10 has been fulfilled. At this point, all things have been resolved in Jesus; it is done!  

I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts: Drinking and thirst are 
common pictures of God's supply and man's spiritual need. Drinking is an action, but an action 
of receiving, like faith, it is doing something, but it is not a merit-earning work in itself.  

He who overcomes shall inherit all things: Those who overcome, by faith in Jesus (I John 5:5) 
enjoy a special relationship with God, but the Jesus-rejecting and apostate are specifically 
prohibited from entering the New Jerusalem.  

There is an enormous contrasting between those who overcame and those that are cowardly and unbelieving. 
Revelation 21:7 discussed the sevenfold inheritance of the people who overcame in the 7 letters to the 7 churches 
of Asia (Revelation 2-3). This inheritance is spoken of many times (Ephesians 1:14; Colossians 3:24; James 2:5, I 
Peter 1:4). The second part of this verse refers to our sonship (John 1:12), as joint-heirs with Jesus Christ (Romans 
8:17). 

For the cowardly, unbelieving, vile, murderers, sexually immoral, practitioners of witchcraft, idolaters, and liars, 
there is no sonship, no inheritance, only the Second Death, which is an eternal sentence to the Lake of Fire. It was 
only through God's Plan of Redemption, through the propitiatory sacrifice of His only Son, that we can escape the 
Second Death. The cowardly are also those that did not repent when they were affected by the first 6 trumpet 
judgments in Revelation 9. 

 

NNAATTUURREE  OOFF  NNEEWW  JJEERRUUSSAALLEEMM  ((2211::99--2277))  

(9-10) Angel will show John the city in greater detail: This heavenly city is literal and 
associated with the bride to awe us with a sense of its beauty.  

(11-14) City's brilliance, wall, gates and foundation: John is struck by the glory of this city. She 
shares in the glory of God, and it is expressed in the radiant line that shines from her. The great 
and high wall gives the city perimeters and shows us that some will be excluded from the city, 
as only the righteous can enter. The names of the 12 tribes of Israel on the gates communicate 
the unity and heritage that the people of God have with Israel. God will never forget the tribes 
of Israel, even unto eternity. The 12 foundations are an eternal testimony to the apostles, and 
their permanent place in God's plan.  

The bride, is New Jerusalem; a holy city because God's people are holy people. This is the Church in its completed 
and final form. It is also the City of God where He dwells with His people. New Jerusalem shines with the glory of 
God, as depicted in Isaiah 58:8 and Isaiah 60:1. It had a great high wall so nothing impure could enter with 12 gates 
guarded by angels. Three gates to the E, S, W, and N, as in Ezekiel 48:30-35, show that its residents have come from 
all over the earth. Each gate had one of the twelve tribes of Israel written on it. There is a parallel with Ephesians 
2:19-22, as the church is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets. The Church has become one, fulfilling 
Ephesians 2:14-15. 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Eph&c=1&v=10#s=1098010
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Eph&c=1&v=10#s=1098010
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=1Jo&c=5&v=5#s=1164005
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(15-17) City’s dimensions: New Jerusalem's length, height and width are equal; suggesting that 
it is either a cube or a pyramid. A cube is reminiscent of the Holy of Holies of the tabernacle, 
suggesting that the entire city is the Holy Place. The only other cubical structure that has been 
identified in Scripture is the Holy of Holies in Solomon's Temple (I Kings 6:20). The size of the 
New Jerusalem is enormous; 12,000 furlongs equals 1,500 miles.  

This is the same distance from Maine to Florida; the square footage would approximate the size of the Moon.  

Henry Morris, guessing that there will have been 100 billion people in the human race, and that 20% of them 
will be saved, calculates that each person would have about 75 acres on each face to call their own.  

(18-21) Beauty of its structure: If there is any Biblical reference point for this assortment of 
gemstones, it is probably the High Priest's breastplate (Exodus 28:15-21). The wall of jasper 
represents the glory of God. It is transparent so that the glory of God can shine throughout the 
city. The foundations of the city walls were decorated with jasper, sapphire, chalcedony, emerald, 
sardonyx, carnelian, chrysolite, beryl, topaz, chrysoprase, jacinth, and amethyst. Interestingly, the 
signs of the zodiac have exactly these stones associated with it, but in reverse order. The twelve 
gates have twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. 

If the dimensions and descriptions seem confusing or impossible, there are two main principles to keep in mind. 
First, we must understand the ideas communicated in the details (i.e., glory, beauty, splendor, and so forth). 
Second, we must understand that this is the city whose architect and maker is God (Hebrews 11:10). We should 
expect it to be beyond our comprehension.  

(22-23) God is all in the New Jerusalem: The city is marked by the fact that there is no temple 
in it. Here, the temple is not removed, but expanded. Everything and every place is holy and 
the dwelling place of God.  

Before Jesus, the temple was a prophecy. In the Christian era, God's people are His temple. In the Millennium 
the temple will be a memorial. In New Jerusalem, the temple is everywhere.  

Heaven will be a place of pure worship. The things we use to help us worship, but often end up distracting us in 
worship (i.e., buildings, music systems, customs, and so forth) will no longer be an issue. Our focus will be totally 
on the Person we Worship, the Lord God Almighty.  

The Lamb is its light: Light speaks of joy, for in the Scriptures light and joy go together. Light 
speaks of beauty, because without light there is no beauty. Light speaks of knowledge and in 
heaven we will all know Him as He knows us.  

(24-27) Access into the city: The kings of the earth shall bring their glory and honor into it. 
Who are these kings of the earth? This is difficult to understand, and different commentators 
have different suggestions. The only way to participate in the future city is to turn one's 
loyalties to the Lamb now.  

http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Exo&c=28&v=15-21#s=78015
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Heb&c=11&v=10#s=1144010
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IINNTTEERRIIOORR  OOFF  NNEEWW  JJEERRUUSSAALLEEMM  ((2222::11--99))  
 

Through the Old Testament, prophets used the picture of a river as a powerful expression of richness, provision, 
and peace (Isaiah 48:18, Zechariah 14:8, Ezekiel 47:1-9, Psalm 46:4-5). The provisions and nourishment for the 
citizens of New Jerusalem are now described. The river of water symbolizes eternal life; it flows freely since eternal 
life is a free gift. On each side of the river is a tree of life; only this time man is not barred from eating from it, as he 
was in the Garden of Eden after he sinned (Genesis 3:22). Instead of physical death, the fruit of this tree conveys 
eternal life. The 12 crops of fruit being yielded on a monthly basis indicate an abundance of supply. The Adamic 
curse is revoked so that mankind can take hold of the fruit of the tree of life and live forever.  

(1) A river flowing from the throne of God: This is a river of provision that comes right from 
God's throne. Because it comes from God, it cannot be anything other than pure and 
abundant. Ezekiel saw a glorious river (Ezekiel 47:1-9) flow down from the temple in Jerusalem 
and into the sea, but that river belongs to millennial earth.  

(2) Tree of life: The Bible begins with a tree of life (Genesis 3:22-24) which man was not 
allowed to eat from after the sin at the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Now we see the 
tree of life again.  

Seeing the tree of life again points to a restoration of all things. "Now at last, almost at the end of the great 
drama of the Bible, man may return and legitimately enjoy the blessing which he was banished for illegitimately 
desiring." (Preston/Hanson)  

Each tree yielding its fruit every month: From all indications, this describes the world of the 
new heaven and the new earth, yet we are given a time indicator. Apparently, heaven will still 
mark time, but not be subject to it in the same way we are on this side of eternity.  

Some people wonder if we will eat in heaven. The best answer is that we can eat, but will not have to. In His 
resurrection body, Jesus enjoyed food (Luke 24:41-43, John 21:12-14). Angels ate with Abraham (Genesis 18:6-
8). The great heavenly "reunion" between Jesus and His people is described as a marriage supper (Revelation 
19:9). Even though man fell by what he ate, God will still allow us to eat in heaven.  

(3-5) What it will be like and what the saints will do: For the first time, mankind will be able to 
see God's face. Moses was unable to so on Mount Sinai (Exodus 33:20). To see God's face is to 
enjoy His favor (Job 33:26) and is a reward to those who are pure in heart (Matthew 5:8). To see 
God's face is to be like Him and to be transformed into His likeness (II Corinthians 3:18; I John 
3:2). Night is also abolished because it is associated with evil. 

In heaven, the curse is gone. Since the fall, man and creation have lived with the effect of the curse described in 
Genesis 3:16-19. Heaven will be a place of work and service for God's people. However, this is a picture of the 
pure blessedness of service rather than arduous, curse-stained toil.  

Heaven will be a place of intimate, face-to-face fellowship with God. Moses was denied the 
privilege of seeing God face to face (Exodus 33:20-23), but everyone in heaven shall see His 
face. On this side of Eternity, we see things dimly (I Corinthians 13:12). In that day there will be 
nothing that obscures our vision of Jesus: (1) We see Jesus clearly because sin is done away 
with; (2) We see Jesus clearly because care and worry are done away with; and, (3) We see 
Jesus clearly because idols are done away with.  

http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Isa&c=48&v=18#s=727018
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Zec&c=14&v=8#s=925008
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Eze&c=47&v=1-9#s=849001
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Eze&c=47&v=1-23#s=849001
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Gen&c=3&v=22-24#s=3022
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Luk&c=24&v=41-43#s=997041
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jhn&c=21&v=12-14#s=1018012
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Gen&c=18&v=6-8#s=18006
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Gen&c=18&v=6-8#s=18006
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rev&c=19&v=9#s=1186009
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rev&c=19&v=9#s=1186009
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Gen&c=3&v=16-19#s=3016
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Exo&c=33&v=20-23#s=83020
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Heaven will be a place where: (1) God's people will forever be identified with their God, and 
there will never be any doubt that they belong to Him; (2) the darkness of this age will be 
forever gone. The light is not artificial, even from the sun - God Himself is the light; and, (3) 
God's people enjoy an eternal reign, in contrast to the limited duration of the Millennium. It 
will never end.  

In these last few verses of the Book of Revelation, we hear parting words from a variety of persons. It isn't 
always easy to know who is speaking, but the themes make sense no matter who speaks: verification, invitation, 
and warning.  

(6-7) Angel and Jesus add words of verification: The angel that has shown these things to John 
reminds him that it isn't too good to be true. John is assured that it is in fact faithful and true. 
Jesus Himself breaks in with a reminder to all that He is coming quickly.  

The word quickly in the ancient Greek isn't exactly the same as our word for "quickly." "The word 'quickly' might 
with accuracy be rendered 'suddenly.'" (Morgan)  

God wants to keep all generations expectant, watching, and ready for His return.  

We are not rushing towards a distant brink of the consummation of all things; we are running parallel along the 
edge of that brink, and have been since the time of the apostles. "Thus the time has always been at hand. The 
tension of imminence is endemic to that span of redemptive history lying between the cross and the parousia." 
(Mounce)  

(8-9) John is corrected for worshipping an angel a second time: As he did in Revelation 19:10, 
John is overwhelmed, and bows before an angel in worship. In the same way, the angel 
reminds John that only God is to be worshipped. No created being should ever be worshipped. 
This is in contrast with Jesus, who receives the worship of angels (Hebrews 1:6) and of men 
(Matthew 8:2, Matthew 14:33, John 9:38).  

FFIINNAALL  IINNVVIITTAATTIIOONN  ((2222::1100--2211))  
 

John is told not to seal up the words of the prophecy of this book because the time is near. This verse has led 
Christians of every Century since the First Century Church to anticipate Jesus' Second Coming. Remember that 
quickly could be 2,000 years in God's timetable. Revelation 1:1 and Revelation 22:6 also indicate that this should 
happen quickly.  

In Revelation 22:14, the last of the seven blessings is discussed. The saints who have washed their robes in the 
Blood of the Lamb receive forgiveness of their sins and inherit eternal life and entry into New Jerusalem through 
one of its 12 gates. 

For the third time in Revelation, sins are listed: 

Revelation 9:20: Idolatry, murder, magic arts, sexual immorality, and theft; 

Revelation 21:8: Idolatry, murder, magic arts, sexual immorality, cowardice, non-belief, vileness, and lying; and, 

Revelation 22:15: Idolatry, murder, magic arts, sexual immorality, and lying. 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rev&c=19&v=10#s=1186010
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Heb&c=1&v=6#s=1134006
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=8&v=2#s=937002
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=14&v=33#s=943033
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jhn&c=9&v=38#s=1006038
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(10-11) Warning is given, either by the same angel or by Jesus: Because the time is at hand, 
and history now runs parallel to the brink of the consummation of all things, this book isn't 
sealed. This is in contrast to Old Testament prophecy (Daniel 8:26).  

He who is unjust, let him be unjust still … he who is righteous, let him be righteous still: The 
thought here is probably "since Jesus is coming so suddenly, there won't be time for change." 
There will be no time for last-minute repentance, but there is time now.  

"It is the hopelessness of the final state of the wicked which is here pictured. The states of both the evil and the 
good are now fixed forever. There is no word here about a 'second chance' hereafter." (Robertson)  

(12-13) Jesus declares: I am coming quickly: We can never miss the note of urgency and 
warning in all what Jesus tells us about His coming. His message is always be ready! (Matthew 
24:44). If we really know and understood who Jesus is, we will not have any trouble being 
ready for His return.  

The title the First and the Last is also irrefutable proof that Jesus is Yahweh, the LORD: I, the LORD, am the first; 
and with the last I am He.'" (Isaiah 41:4)  

(14-15) Blessing and a curse is pronounced: Doing His commandments does not earn us 
eternal life, but it is evidence that we have been granted eternal life. Besides, there is an 
inherent blessing in doing His commandments, because they are good and right for us. What 
about those outside? We shouldn't think that outside the walls of heaven multitudes will 
throng, longing to get in.   

(16) Jesus brings a word of verification: With these solemn words, Jesus authenticates the 
entire book. Much of the Book of Revelation seems too good to be true, but it is all true.  

The Root and offspring of David: This is a precious Messianic title (Isaiah 11:1). It shows that 
Jesus is both the Creator of King David and His descendent. Jesus spoke to this same idea in 
Matthew 22:41-46.  

Bright and Morning Star: This is another Messianic title from the Old Testament (Numbers 
24:17) and the New Testament (Revelation 2:28). Just as the Morning Star, generally held to be 
the planet Venus, shines and welcomes the new day, so does Jesus.  

(17) The Spirit and the Bride say to all: Come! Is this an invitation to Jesus, asking Him to 
return? Or is it an invitation to those with a spiritual thirst to come to Jesus? Either sense is 
certainly true. Him who hears can come to Jesus, but they can't come unless they hear. Him 
who thirsts can come to Jesus, but they can't come unless they feel their thirst. Whoever 
desires can come, but they can't come unless God works in their heart to desire Him (John 
6:44; John 6:65).  

So how do you know if God has worked in your heart? Go through a little checklist. Have you heard? Are you 
thirsty for God and eternal life? Do you want Him? Then come!  

http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Dan&c=8&v=26#s=858026
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=24&v=44#s=953044
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=24&v=44#s=953044
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Isa&c=41&v=4#s=720004
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Isa&c=11&v=1#s=690001
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=22&v=41-46#s=951041
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Num&c=24&v=17#s=141017
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Num&c=24&v=17#s=141017
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rev&c=2&v=28#s=1169028
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Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely: An open invitation to receive salvation 
from Jesus, for He will not exclude anyone who comes to Him.  

"A similar invitation is extended in Isaiah 55:1. The invitation to come is an urgent command, for the day will 
arrive when it is too late to come. Now is the day of grace. The hour of judgment is impending." (Walvoord)  

Let him take the water of life freely: All of this world's religion can be summed up in the idea 
that you must bring something to give unto the gods. The essence of Christianity is summed up 
in the idea that God invites us to take the water of life freely. You can't bring anything to save 
or justify or commend yourself before God, but you can take the salvation He offers.  

(18-19) Someone brings a warning - either Jesus, or an angel, or John: God issues a solemn 
warning not to tamper with the words of this book. This is similar to when Moses issued such a 
warning while giving the law for the second time to the Israelites (Deuteronomy 4:2).  

There have been many attempts to do this while God was revealing His Word to us, and even after God revealed 
His Word to us. The Apocrphya (e.g., 13th Chapter of Daniel, Bel and the Dragon, Judith, Tobit, Ecclesiaticus, 
Wisdom, I Esdras, II Esdras, I Maccabees, and II Maccabees) has made it into the Catholic Bible. There was even a 
New Testament apocrypha that surfaced around 400 A.D. (e.g., the Epistle to the Laodiceans). The most recent 
attempt is the Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, and the Pearl at a Great Price, the additional dogma of 
Mormonism, or the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. 

There is a high price to pay for tampering with the Book of Revelation specifically, and the 
Scriptures in general.  

"What a solemn warning this is to critics who have tampered with this book and other portions of Scripture in 
arrogant self-confidence that they are equipped intellectually and spiritually to determine what is true and what 
is not true in the Word of God." (Walvoord)  

(20-21) Last words: Jesus Himself testifies to the truth of this prophecy and once again He says 
that He is coming soon. The Book of Revelation closes with the central truth of Christianity: 
Salvation is by grace and by grace alone.  

Surely I am coming quickly: To the very end, the Book of Revelation emphasizes readiness and 
watchfulness. If we miss this practical lesson of readiness, then we miss the essential message 
of the book.  

Even so, come, Lord Jesus! With this phrase, John uses an Aramaic expression that was well 
known in the ancient church: Maranatha!  

Scripture ends with a word of grace, and grace for all.  

The last verse of the Old Testament contains a curse: Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse (Malachi 4:6). 
Fittingly, the last words of the New Testament speak of grace, because grace describes God's dealing with man 
on the basis of the New Covenant.  

 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Isa&c=55&v=1#s=734001
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