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I OVERVIEW OF THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 
 

BLUEPRINT:  

 

Peter's Ministry (1:1-12:25) 

 Establishment of the Church 

 Expansion of the Church 

 
Paul's Ministry (13:1-28:31) 

 First missionary journey 

 Moving of the church council 

 Second missionary journey 

 Third missionary journey 

 Paul on trial 

 

MEGATHEMES: 

 

Church beginnings Acts is the history of how Christianity was founded and organized and 

how it solved its issues. The community of believers began by faith in the 

risen Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit, who enabled them to 

witness, to love, and to serve. 

 

Holy Spirit  The church did not start or grow by its own power and enthusiasm. The 

disciples were empowered by God's Holy Spirit. He was the promised 

comforter and Guide sent when Jesus went to heaven. 

 
Church growth Acts presents the history of a dynamic, growing community of 

believers from Jerusalem to Syria, Africa, Asia, and Europe. In the 

first century it spread from believing Jews to non-Jews in 39 cities 

and 30 countries, islands or provinces. 

 

Witnessing  Peter, John, Philip, Paul, Barnabas, and thousands more witnessed 

to their new faith in Christ. By personal testimony, preaching, or 

defense before authorities, they told the story with boldness and 

courage to groups of all sizes. 

 
Opposition  Through imprisonment, beatings, plots, and riots, Christians were 

persecuted by both Jews and Gentiles. But the opposition became a 

catalyst for the spread of Christianity. This showed that Christianity 

was not the work of man, but it was the work of God. 
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II BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW 

Acts 13-15 tells the beginning of the story of gospel outreach to the "ends of the earth" (Acts 

1:8). Paul's first missionary journey with Barnabas forms the heart of the story's beginning. Early 

work centered in Cyprus (13:4-12) and Pisidian Antioch (13:13-52) and several patterns began to 

emerge from those early efforts:  

(1) Paul and Barnabas chose to minister in leading cities and population centers; 

(2) In each location the missionaries began their ministry in a Jewish synagogue, if one 

existed in that city; 

(3) When opposition intensified to the point of making their work ineffective, they moved to a 

new location; and, 

(4) Paul began to lead. 

Acts 14 records the continuation and completion of Paul's first missionary journey. Persecution 

against Paul and Barnabas forced the missionary team to leave Pisidian Antioch for ministry in the 

Roman province of Galatia. The missionaries journeyed to Iconium (14:1-7), where the 

proclamation of the gospel divided the people with some for Paul and Barnabas, and some 

against them. To escape the opposition's threat of stoning, the missionaries moved on. They 

came to Lystra, where Paul and Barnabas performed a notable miracle that caused the people to 

mistakenly identify them as gods (14:8-20). Later opposition led to Paul being stoned and left for 

dead outside Lystra, but he revived and moved on the following day with Barnabas to Derbe 

(14:20b-21a). The missionaries preached effectively in Derbe, then retraced their steps through 

Lystra, Iconium, and Pisidian Antioch (14:21b-25). Paul and Barnabas completed their missionary 

journey by sailing back to Antioch of Syria, where they reported to the church all that God had 

done in saving the Gentiles (14:26-28). 

III SCRIPTURE 

PAUL’S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY BEGINS (13:1-52) 

(1-3): Barnabas and Saul are called and sent by the Holy Spirit: In , Barnabas, 

Saul, and John Mark were all at the church in Antioch, having returned from delivering a gift of 

support to the church in Jerusalem ( ).  Saul and Barnabas were among the 

teachers and prophets there. The call came when they ministered to the Lord either through the 

ministry of prophets in the church at Antioch, or through the inner witness of the Holy Spirit. 

Before Barnabas and Saul can do anything great for God, they must first be separated to Him. If you will separate to God, it 

means you must separate from some other things and leave your comfort zone and move into the unknown. You can’t really 

say “yes” to God’s call on your life until you can say “no” to things that will keep you from that call. 

God had a specific work He had appointed to Barnabas and Saul ( ) to do. Once 

again the book of Acts demonstrates how the sovereignty of God in missions and the human 

responsibility to obey Him always go hand-in-hand. God also gave a timetable: Do it now! There 

was to be no delay. 

Paul would later write in :  

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”  

http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act012.html#25
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act011.html#27
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Eph/Eph002.html#10
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(4-5): Ministry in the cities of Seleucia and Salamis: The Christians of the church at Antioch 

may have sent Saul and Barnabas. But more importantly, it was really the Holy Spirit sending 

them. If the Spirit doesn’t send them, it won’t amount to an eternally effective ministry.  

This custom of the “open synagogue” would give Barnabas and Saul many opportunities to 

preach. The custom of the open synagogue invited any learned man to speak to the 

congregation on the Sabbath. 

John Mark was mentioned previously in Acts 12:25 is traveling with Barnabas and Saul on this trip. This is the same Mark 

who will later write the Gospel that bears his name. 

(6-12): Ministry in Paphos, Cyprus: Paphos, 100 miles from Salamis, was known for its 

immorality and its worship of Venus (Aphrodite), the goddess of sexual love. In Paphos, there 

was a familiar combination of immorality connected with spiritual darkness. 

While ministering in the city, the proconsul, a representative of the Roman government sought 

to hear the word of God. Paul is opposed by a Jewish magician Elymas (aka Bar-Jesus). 

Elymas attempts to frustrate the missionary efforts of Saul and Barnabas with the local Roman 

leader. Paul, using spiritual discernment and operating in the gift of faith, rebukes and 

pronounces the judgment of God upon Elymas of blindness. God is just giving Elymas a 

physical blindness corresponding to his spiritual blindness. 

Sergius Paulus, Gentile proconsul of Cyprus, and chief governmental official, was converted to 

Christ. Despite the spiritual oppression, Paul and Brnabas succeeded because they were filled 

with the Holy Spirit ( ). 

“The severest words of the Bible, Old and New Testaments, are reserved for those who stand between men and truth, for 

those who stand between men and God . . . It must be the heart that loves Sergius Paulus that speaks in anger to Elymas the 

sorcerer.” (Morgan) 

(13): From Paphos to Perga: Paul, Barnabas and their companions leave the island of Cyprus, 

coming to Perga on the mainland of what is Turkey today. We don’t know exactly why John 

Mark went home to Jerusalem. Whatever the reason, Paul didn’t appreciate the fact that John 

Mark abandoned the missionary journey here. 

(14-41): The four-point sermon at Pisidian Antioch: 

(1) (14-15): The customary invitation in the synagogue gives Paul an opportunity to 

preach the gospel: Opening prayers were offered, then a reading from the Law and a 

reading from the Prophets. Then, if there was an educated person present, they were 

invited to speak on subjects related to the readings. Paul took them up on the offer. 

(2) (16-23): Paul begins his sermon in the synagogue, explaining how God’s work in 

history culminates in Jesus: Paul surveys Israel’s history, and notes important events 

(i.e., choosing of the patriarchs, deliverance from Egypt, time in wilderness, conquest of 

Canaan, time of Judges, creation of a monarchy), but it all culminates in Jesus (i.e., 

according to the promise, God raised up for Israel a Savior; Jesus). This survey of 

Israel’s history demonstrates that God has a plan for history, and we need to sense a 

connection to that plan. Jesus is the goal of history, and as we are in Jesus, we are in 

the flow of God’s great plan of redemption. 

http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act012.html#25
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act013.html#6
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act013.html#13
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act013.html#14
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act013.html#16
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(3) (24-29): Using the examples of John the Baptist and Jewish rulers, Paul shows 

how people both received and rejected Jesus: John the Baptist responded to Jesus 

in the right way, preparing the hearts of others of Jesus, and seeing Jesus as who He is. 

John knew Jesus was the One greater than all others; more than a teacher, He was, is, 

and always has been ( ), the Lord God we must all answer 

to. Those who didn’t know the Scriptures rejected Jesus, and delivered Him to Pilate to 

be executed and then laid in a tomb. In calling the cross a tree, Paul draws on Deuteronomy 21:22-23, 

where it says that God curses a person who is hanged from a tree. Paul wants to communicate the idea that Jesus 

was cursed so we could be blessed (Galatians 3:13). 

(4) (30-37): Paul preaches the resurrected Jesus: Man had done his best to fight against 

God, even to kill Him, but God was greater than man’s sin and rebellion, and rose in 

triumph over sin and death. Evidence from eyewitnesses is offered and then Paul 

applies the truth of Jesus’ resurrection. The resurrection means that Jesus truly is the 

unique Son of God ( ), and it proves that He was utterly holy even in His work 

on the cross ( ).  was another important prophecy fulfilled by 

Jesus. 

(5) (38-41): With a promise and a warning, Paul applies the truth of who Jesus is and 

what He has done: Promise: Because of who Jesus is and what He has done for us, 

forgiveness is offered to us freely in Him. In Him, we may be justified from all things 

from which you could not be justified by the Law of Moses. 

What’s wrong with justifying ourselves before God? It assumes God grades on a curve; it gives us the glory for our own 

salvation - instead of simply saying For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 

of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9). Some refuse to embrace the salvation of Jesus in the 

secret place of their heart, because they want a salvation of their own making. They want to be saved the old-fashioned way - 

they want to earn it. 

Jesus does not only forgive us, but we are also justified by Him. Forgiveness takes care of the debt of sin, but justification 

puts a “credit” on our account before God. The warning is that if we do not embrace the person and work of Jesus with our 

whole lives, we are despisers who will perish. 

(42-43): Many Jews and Gentiles express keen interest in Paul’s message: Many of these 

people believed, because Paul and Barnabas persuaded them to continue in the grace of God. 

They had already started to trust in the grace of God. 

Continuing in grace is as important as beginning in grace; we must never leave it as the basic principle of our relationship 

with God. Far too many only think of grace as the introduction to the Christian life, but God wants grace to remain as the 

foundation for our life with Him. 

(44-45): On the next Sabbath, envy creates opposition: The whole city is ready to hear the 

gospel from Paul on the next Sabbath, and this dramatic response makes the leaders of the 

synagogue envious, because they aren’t in charge any more. Suddenly, Paul’s preaching is 

opposed as if he were conducting a debate, his opponents contradicting him, and blaspheming 

God. 

Why would these religious people reject the Messiah they had waited for so long? One great reason was they wanted to keep 

the division between Jew and Gentile, and if Jesus was to be the Messiah of all men, then they wanted no part of Him. 

http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act013.html#24
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Deu/Deu021.html#22
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Gal/Gal003.html#13
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act013.html#30
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Psa/Psa002.html#7
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Psa/Psa016.html#10
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act013.html#38
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Eph/Eph002.html#8
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act013.html#42
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act013.html#44
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(46-50): Paul and Barnabas respond to the Jewish opposition: They wouldn’t let this 

challenge go unanswered, because they really believed the truth about Jesus. They rebuked 

those who reject Jesus, letting the Jews know that it was a privilege that this message should 

come to them first, a privilege they are now rejecting. The Gentiles respond with more 

evangelism to open hearts in obedience to God’s command ( ) and in fulfillment of 

an 800+-year old prophecy ( ). 

Wherever there is revival, the second party to be revived is the Devil. Jewish opposition was strong enough to force Paul and 

Barnabas to leave the area. 

(51-52): Paul and Barnabas react to their expulsion from the city of Pisidian Antioch: In 

response to the growing opposition, Paul and Barnabas shook off the dust from their feet 

against them. In doing this, they are treating the city as if they were a God-rejecting Gentile city. 

CONCLUSION OF PAUL’S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY (14:1-28) 

(1-6): Paul and Barnabas have evangelistic success in Iconium, but opposition forces 

them out: Iconium was about 90 miles east of Pisidian Antioch. Paul and Barnabas went to the 

local synagogue to preach the good news and got a mixed result. Many became believers, but 

non-believing Jews stirred up trouble. Their opposition was on two levels: (1) direct resistance to 

the gospel, and (2) poisoning the minds of others.  

God confirmed their message by empowering them to do miracles and wonders and they stayed a 

long time. Many loved their presence, but others began to plot to stone them. 

Jesus warned His disciples in John 15:20 that they would encounter huge opposition. He told them that "no servant is greater 

than his master. If they persecute me, they will persecute you also". 

Paul and Barnabas moved on to Lystra and Derbe, also in the province of Galatia. The Judaizers were firmly entrenched which led 

Paul to write the Epistle to the Galatians soon after leaving this region. Galatians 3:3-5 refutes the need to continue to uphold 

Jewish ceremonial laws after receiving Grace from Jesus Christ. Note that Paul and Barnabas did not give up, but sought another 

place to preach the gospel. There was no way that Satan could stop the spread of God's Kingdom as long as the disciples 

persevered (Galatians 6:7-9). Christians demonstrate their commitment to missions when they continue working despite rejection. 

(7-10): Lame man is healed in Lystra: A crippled man heard Paul preach about Jesus and 

when he heard about Him, he knew that Jesus could touch his life. Paul, observing him intently, 

saw that he had faith to be healed and the Holy Spirit empowered Paul to heal him.  

(11-13): Excited crowd declares Paul and Barnabas are Greek gods, visiting the earth: 

The response of the people of Lystra was quite unexpected. Many believed in Greek mythology 

that Jupiter (Zeus) and Mercury (Hermes) once visited their city incognito. In Greek mythology, it 

was common for the “gods” to come to earth in human form, though they did not always do so 

for the good of man. The miracle healing by Paul confirmed in their minds that Paul was Hermes 

and Barnabas was Zeus. A sacrifice of oxen to celebrate the occasion was ordered by the local 

"priest", as another impediment to preaching God's Word appeared (i.e., the existence of false 

doctrines and false gods) ( ).  

Responding to the people of Lystra, Paul and Barnabas tore their clothing in dismay and told them 

that they were humans also, but empowered by the Living God due to their faith in the 

sacrificial death and resurrection in Jesus Christ. As mere human beings, they did not merit 

worship. They also took time out to tell the people that the idols they worshipped were worthless 

things ( ). 

http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act013.html#46
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Rom/Rom001.html#16
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Isa/Isa049.html#6
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act013.html#51
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act014.html#11
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(14-18): Paul appeals to the crowd to recognize the true God instead of worshipping 

them: Paul is preaching to a pagan audience, and before he can tell them about Jesus and 

what He has done, he must turn the hearts of the people from these useless things to the living 

God. Jesus just can’t be “added” to their pagan ways (i.e., syncretism). Paul calls the crowd to 

consider the real God, the One who stands behind all creation, not one of the lesser and 

imaginary Greek gods. 

Paul did not quote the Old Testament to them, but instead appealed to natural revelation, the 

things which even a pagan can understand by looking at the world around them. Thus, what the 

apostles preached to a pagan audience is foundational: (1) God is the Creator; (2) God is 

patient; and, (3) God’s providence is revealed in nature. 

Paul also told them that God never leaves Himself without a witness (14:17). Rain and crops were evidence of His Goodness. In 

Romans 1:20, Paul indicated that it is the evidence of nature that provides abundant evidence of the Creator, and therefore they 

are without excuse. From the macrocosm to the microcosm, through 42 orders of magnitude of size, God's incredibly complex 

and fine-tuned creation provides an additional measure of His revelation to humankind. 

(19-20a): Persecution follows Paul: These Jews were not content to kick Paul out of their own 

region ( ); they followed him and brought their persecution with them. The Jewish 

mobs from Pisidian Antioch and Iconium poisoned the minds of the Lystrans and a mob stoned 

Paul, dragged him outside the city, and left him for dead. It is important to realize that Paul was 

near death and not dead for when God miraculously healed him, he was healed but not 

resurrected.  

When Paul later says I bear in my body the marks of Jesus (Galatians 6:17), he may have had in mind the scars from this 

incident. He later refers to this stoning in II Corinthians 11:25. 

Was Paul discouraged by almost being killed for preaching the Good News? Hardly! As soon as 

he could walk again, he walked right back into the city. Paul lived the perseverance that he 

preached ( ). 

(20b-21a): Paul leaves Lystra for Derbe where they find more evangelistic success: 

Despite persecution in Lystra, the work of God continues; just in a different place, Derbe. Paul 

and Barnabas continue preaching the gospel and making disciples. 

 (21b-22): The message of Paul and Barnabas on the return trip: Paul and Barnabas 

returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Pisidian Antioch, the cities where they were threatened and 

physically attacked. They knew the dangers that they faced, yet they were committed to the 

responsibility of encouraging new believers. They could have easily succumbed to fear and 

intimidation, but they did not since they were operating with supernatural high test (

).  

With God's power, all things were possible. Paul was willing to give his life at any time to serve 

Jesus Christ. Jesus asks a lot less from us. Are we ready to serve Him in any manner, at 

any time, in any place, or do we just make excuses when we have to leave our comfort 

zones? 

Paul also discussed the importance of suffering for the furthering of the Kingdom of God in Romans 8:17 and II Timothy 2:11 and 

II Timothy 3:12. In Matthew 10:38 and Matthew 16:24, and again in John 15:18, Jesus emphasized that you must take up the cross 

to follow Him. This is where the "rubber meets the road" in Christian service. 

http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act014.html#14
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act014.html#5
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Gal/Gal006.html#17
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/2Cr/2Cr011.html#25
http://blueletterbible.org/kjv/Act/Act014.html#20
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(23): Work of Paul and Barnabas on the way home: Another reason why Paul and Barnabas 

risked their lives to return to these cities was to organize church leadership. They were helping 

believers get organized with Spirit-led leaders who could help them grow. They were committed 

to not just making new Christians, but in establishing new churches, places where these new 

Christians could grow and be established in the Lord. 
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(24-26): Itinerary of Paul and Barnabas on the way home: Paul and Barnabas continued to 

demonstrate their commitment by continuing their mission trip to its completion. It would have 

been easy to justify an early departure home, but the work was not yet done. They traveled 

back through Pisidia to Pamphylia, preached again in Perga and went to Attilia. They then 

completed the First Missionary Journey and arrived back in Antioch where they had begun. 

(27-28): Paul and Barnabas arrive back in Antioch: Paul and Barnabas discussed their 

missionary journey with the Antioch church and how the door of faith was opened to the 

Gentiles. Paul stayed a long while in Antioch, but he would later embark on two more 

missionary journeys.  

Just prior to the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15), it is likely that Paul wrote the Epistle to the Galatians. This is evident since the 

Judaizer-driven issue of the superimposition of Jewish ceremonial law on the Sixth Dispensation of Grace was not resolved 

in the Galatian text, but would soon be resolved at the Jerusalem Council. 


