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I  OVERVIEW OF II TIMOTHY 

Purpose:  To give final instructions and encouragement to Timothy, an elder at the Church 
     of  Ephesus. 

Author:   Paul. 

Audience:  Timothy, young church leaders and believers everywhere. 

Date/Setting: About 66-67 A.D from a Roman prison, soon before Paul’s martyrdom at the  
     hands of the Roman Emperor Nero. 

Blueprint:  

1)  Foundations for Christian Service (1:1-2:26) 
2)  Difficult Times for Christian Service (3:1-4:22) 

Megathemes 

Theme Importance 

Boldness The Holy Spirit helps us to be wise and strong. God honors our confident 
testimony even when we suffer. To overcome our fear of what people may 
say or do, we must take our eyes off of people and look only to God. 

Faithfulness We can count on opposition, suffering and hardship when we serve Christ. 
But this shows that our faithfulness is having an effect on others. As we trust 
Christ, he counts us worthy to suffer and will give us the strength we need 
to be steadfast. 

Preaching & 
Teaching 

We must prepare people to transmit God’s Word to others so that they may 
pass it on. We must constantly train others to teach. 

Error Because of the deception and false teaching, we must be disciplined and 
ready to reject error by knowing God’s Word. Knowledge of the Word is a 
sure defense against error and confusion. 

II BACKGROUND 

When Paul wrote this epistle to Timothy, he expressed deep concern because false doctrines 
were taking their toll on the Church at Ephesus, leading to desertions (II Timothy 1:15). He 
encouraged Timothy to remain strong in the grace of God and to set his heart on pleasing God.  

He also told him to remain faithful to the Scripture, and God will make him adequate for every 
challenge (II Timothy 3:16-17). 
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III SCRIPTURE 

EENNDDUURRIINNGG  HHAARRDDSSHHIIPP  ((22::11--1133))  

IIII  TTiimmootthhyy  22  --  AAddvviiccee  ttoo  aa  YYoouunngg  PPaassttoorr  

(1) Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus: Since Paul knew that naturally timid and easily 
discouraged Timothy would need strength and endurance to fulfill the calling God gave him, he 
gave encouraged him to be strong in God’s grace. This strength in grace is essential for an 
abundant and effective Christian life. 

Whether we can discern it or not, God is always there to give us strength; giving power to the 
weak and those who have no might (Isaiah 40:29-30). However, to appropriate God’s infinite 
supply of strength, we must first receive it, which is why Paul encouraged Timothy to be strong. 

God makes the resource of His strength available to us (Ephesians 6:10-11); but it does not come as we sit back 
passively and wait for God to simply pour it into us. Instead, He brings His strength to us as we seek Him and rely 
on Him instead of our own strength. FROG = Fully Relying On God. 

Paul knew first-hand what it was like to receive the strength of God’s grace and could thus 
encourage Timothy from his own life experience, which he explained in II Corinthians 12:9-
10: And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness.”  

(2) Spread the word among faithful men: Paul indicated that God gave a ministry to Timothy, 
not for him to keep, but for him to pass on to others. Therefore, an essential part of his work as 
a pastor was to pour into others what God had committed to him. Timothy was not to teach 
others his own particular ideas or hypotheses, but to teach simple doctrine and be an example. 

The job of training leaders is an integral part of a pastor’s job description. He should not only train leaders when 
there is a need for a leader or for the needs of his congregation alone. He should train leaders for the Kingdom 
of God in general, whether they are used in ministry at the particular pastor’s congregation or not. 

When Timothy looked for those whom he could pour apostolic doctrine and practice into, he 
was to look for the quality of faithfulness. He didn’t need to find men that were smart, popular, 
strong, easy, perfect, or good-looking; Paul told him to look for faithful men. Training leaders 
was so important that it could not be restricted to Timothy alone. Those whom he had trained 
must also be given the job to teach others also. 

In II Timothy 2:3-6, Paul tells Timothy to persevere for God using the analogies of a soldier, athlete and farmer. 

(3-4) Persevere for God with a soldier’s attitude: This was not a suggestion, but a requirement. 
Timothy must take the attitude of soldier who expects to endure hardship for their cause. No 
good solider ever gave up simply because some hardship came to them. 

In the same way, if a believer is not willing to endure hardship, they will never accomplish much for Jesus Christ. 
They will give up as soon as something hard is required of them.” If anyone desires to come after Me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me” (Matthew 16:24). See also Luke 9:62. 

No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life: Timothy must take 
the attitude of a soldier, who willingly detaches himself from the things of civilian life. A solider 
has to give up bad things (e.g., pride, independence, self-will), as well as good things (e.g., his 
home, his family). If a soldier is not willing to give up these things, he is not a soldier at all. 

http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#1
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#1
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=Isa&c=40#29
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=Eph&c=6#10
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Cr&c=12#9
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Cr&c=12#9
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#2
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#3
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=16#24
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A faithful soldier must give up anything that gets in the way of being a good soldier or serving 
his commanding officer. He does not have the right to do anything that will entangle them and 
make him less effective. If Timothy did not endure hardship and did not put away the things 
that entangled him in the affairs of this life, he would not be useful to his Commanding Officer. 

Jesus Christ is the commander of all heaven’s armies and appeared to Joshua as Commander of the army of 
the Lord (Joshua 5:14). He is our Commanding Officer and we owe total obedience to Him as such. 

(5) Persevere for God with an athlete’s attitude: Paul often drew upon the world of athletics 
for illustrations of the Christian life, mentioning track and field (I Corinthians 9:12), boxing (I 
Corinthians 9:26), and wrestling (Ephesians 6:12). An athlete can’t make up the rules as he 
pleases; he must compete according to the rules if he wants to receive the crown. 

It is possible to make the mistake of thinking that we can make up our own rules for our Christian life. For some 
people, their special arrangement goes something like this: “I know this is sin, but God understands, so I’ll just 
keep going in this sin.” This goes against the attitude of an athlete who must compete according to the rules. 

(6) Persevere for God with a farmer’s attitude:  Paul emphasized that farmers are hard-
working. In the same way, all who serve the Lord should be hard-working (Proverbs 6:6). God 
has no place for lazy ministers. 

Unlike the soldier and the athlete, there is nothing glamorous about the work a farmer does. It is often tedious, 
boring, and unexciting. The nation’s best farmer really isn’t a celebrity. But he must work hard just the same. 

Paul knew the value of hard work and he labored more abundantly than the other apostles (I 
Corinthians 15:10). Paul wasn’t just called, blessed, and anointed; he also worked hard, and his 
ministry would have been far less successful if he didn’t. However, at the same time, Paul knew 
that all the work he did was the gift of God’s grace in him (I Corinthians 15:10). While he did 
his hard work, he also knew that it is all of grace. 

Some people expect something for nothing. However, wise people know that you get out of things according to 
what you put into them (Galatians 6:9-10). If you are putting little effort in your Christian walk, you should 
expect little result. 

Paul then told Timothy that he must be the first to partake of the crops. When Timothy had 
spiritual food to give to the congregation, he must eat of it first. If he isn’t being fed from the 
Word of God, he can’t really effectively feed others.  

That is why an effective pastor or teacher will get more out of the message than the audience does, and his time 
of preparation to teach God’s word will also be a time of warm fellowship with God. 

(7) Looking to the Lord for understanding: Paul has just explained three illustrations of the 
Christian life: (1) a soldier; (2) an athlete; and, (3) a farmer. Great perseverance is required in 
each of these 3 occupations for a person to be successful: 

 The soldier who stops fighting before the battle is finished will never see victory; 

 The athlete who stops running before the race is over will never win the race; and, 

 The farmer who stops working before the harvest will never see the fruit of his crops. 

God is faithful to give us understanding in all these things and He will be faithful to give us the grace to be 
strong. God gives this and we must receive it. 

http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jos&c=5#14
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#5
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=1Cr&c=9#12
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=1Cr&c=9#26
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=1Cr&c=9#26
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=Eph&c=6#12
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#6
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=1Cr&c=15#10
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=1Cr&c=15#10
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=1Cr&c=15#10
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#7
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(8) Content of Paul’s gospel: Timothy needed to be reminded to keep these two foundational 
points in the forefront of his message: 

1. Jesus Christ, of the seed of David: Timothy needed to keep the fact that Jesus was the 
Messiah of Israel, the seed of David, in the forefront of his preaching. This statement 
means that Jesus was fully man; raised from the dead means Jesus was fully God. It was 
essential that Timothy remember and teach the truth about who Jesus is; and, 

2. Who was raised from the dead: This is the great fact, the great credential of the 
authenticity of Jesus Christ; His resurrection from the dead (I Corinthians 15:17). 

Jesus was the first one ever resurrected. Others, such as Lazarus, had been resuscitated, but only Jesus had 
been resurrected and raised to a new order of life, with a new body fitted for the glories of eternal life. 

Jesus’ resurrection was the proof that though it looked like He died on the cross like a common criminal, He 
actually died as a sinless man out of love and self-sacrifice to bear the guilt of our sin (Isaiah 53:5-7). Jesus’ death 
on the cross was the payment and His resurrection was the receipt, showing that the payment of an infinite 
God-man was received as perfect before the infinite God the Father. 

The word gospel means: “good news.” For Paul, the best news was not about more money, 
love, status, or stuff. The good news was about a real relationship with a real Living God 
through the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross (Romans 3:21). 

(9) Consequences of Paul’s gospel: The gospel did not bring Paul a life of glamour and ease; 
but brought him a life full of challenges, and a life also marked by suffering (Philippians 1:29). 

Any true follower of Jesus Christ will be willing to suffer with Him. Those who are determined to never suffer for 
Jesus may admire Him from a distance, but they do not genuinely follow Him. 

The Bible has been attacked more than any other book through history. It has been burned, 
banned, mocked, twisted, and ignored; but the word of God still stands forever (Isaiah 40:8). 
No government, no religious authorities, no skeptics, no scientists, no philosophers, or no book 
burners have ever been able to stop the work of the Word of God. The Word cannot be bound. 

Yet, if there is any sense in which the Word is bound, it is bound when it is abandoned by its very friends. When 
pulpits sound more like self-help books than those who proclaim God’s word; when Scripture is used sparingly 
like a spice in a message, instead of being the core of it, pastors themselves put a chain around the Bible. 

(10) Why Paul endures the consequences of the gospel: Paul knew that his love for God could 
be reliably measured by his love for God’s people. Paul’s life was not spent merely in getting 
people rescued in Jesus, but also in seeing them grow and become complete in their 
relationship with Him. 

Eternal glory: The idea of eternal glory is hard to comprehend. Scripture reveals a glory that belongs to the 
people of God in eternity that is greater than and worth more than any earthly glory. 

(11-13) Paul describes his gospel with a faithful saying: Paul quoted an early Christian hymn 
known among the Christians of his day; beginning with a promise of resurrection to those who 
have died with Jesus. Scripture speaks of dying with Jesus in two ways: 

 The first is illustrated by baptism (Romans 6:3-5). Each of us can have a life-after-death 
experience with Jesus, seeing our old life ended with Jesus on the cross, and have our 
new life beginning with His being raised from the dead; and, 

http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#8
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#9
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=Isa&c=40#8
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#10
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#11
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rom&c=6#3
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 The other way, in the sense of martyrdom, of paying the ultimate price for following 
Jesus.  

This is probably Paul’s idea here; he is saying, “If we die with Him, we aren’t dead; we live with Him.” More 
significantly, Paul wrote this awaiting his own execution by the Roman government! 

This hymn also assures the faithful believer of an eternal reward. This principle assures us that 
our present difficulty or trial is worth enduring. The reward is greater than what one might gain 
from quitting. We will reign with Him. 

Scripture states that we will rule and reign with Jesus Christ. This future destiny explains much of the difficulty 
described in this passage. We understand that God is providing eternity training for us to rule and reign beside 
Him in the world to come. 

This hymn warns those who deny Jesus that they themselves will be denied. By doctrine or 
manner of living, one may deny who Jesus is, what He has done for us, or what He commands 
us to do. Jesus said it plainly: “But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before 
My Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 10:33). 

If we are faithless, He remains faithful: We cannot deny Jesus and we must keep our 
allegiance to Him. Yet if one does fall away, it doesn’t change who God is; He remains faithful. 

 “Our faithlessness cannot in any way detract from the Son of God and His Glory. Being all sufficient in Himself 
He has no need of our confession. It is as if he had said, ‘Let all who will desert Christ, for they deprive him of 
nothing; when they perish, He remains unchanged.’” (Calvin) 

The Christian can stand faithful as God empowers them. Even if one has been wavering, they is 
still time to turn back to the faithful God like the prodigal son, who came to his senses, saw his 
faithfulness, and came home to his father who had been faithful to him the whole time. 

SSTTAANNDDIINNGG  FFIIRRMM  ((22::1144--1199))  

(14) Keep focused: Don’t be distracted by unprofitable things: After reminding Timothy of the 
essential points of the gospel, Paul adds that Timothy’s job as a pastor was to keep his 
congregation always focused on the gospel. Two principles should be emphasized: 

 Things of II Timothy 2:8:  Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was raised from the dead 
according to my gospel; and, 

 Things of II Timothy 2:11-13: If we died with Him, we shall also live with Him. If we deny 
Him, He will also deny us. If we are faithless, He remains faithful, He cannot deny Himself. 

The church is constantly tempted to get its focus off the message that really matters, and is tempted to become 
an entertainment center, a social service agency, a mutual admiration society, etc. But this temptation must be 
resisted, and the church should constantly remember its correct focus. 

At the same time, there were things that Timothy must not focus on. The church must stand 
for the truth, but it must not become a debating society. 

 “Let us notice first that teaching is rightly condemned on the sole ground that it does no good. God’s purpose is 
not to pander to our inquisitiveness but to give us profitable instruction. Away with all speculations that 
produce no edification!” (Calvin) 

http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=10#33
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#14
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#8
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#11
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This is a serious matter with serious consequences. If we take our focus from God’s message, 
and put the focus on human opinions and endless debates, it will result in the ruin of the 
hearers. Faith comes by hearing by the word of God (Romans 10:17). If people do not hear the 
word of God, then ruin comes by hearing opinions and speculations and entertainment of man. 

(15) Keep focused: Pay attention to your own life and ministry: Paul had encouraged Timothy 
to hard work and endurance for the service of the Lord to present himself approved to God:  

 Timothy’s goal was not to present himself approved to people, but to God. He wasn’t to 
regard the pastorate as a popularity contest but instead as a call to faithfulness to God; 

 Timothy wasn’t to worry as much about presenting other people approved to God; his 
first concern had to be to present himself approved to God; and, 

 Timothy was to be a worker who did not need to be ashamed. Scripture warns us that 
the work of each Christian will be examined at the Bema judgment seat of Christ (II 
Corinthians 5:10). 

The focus of Timothy’s hard work is to rightly divide the word of God. He had to know what it 
said and didn’t say, what is the context of each verse is, how to properly exegete, and how it 
was to be understood and not to be understood. It wasn’t enough for Timothy to know some 
Bible stories and verses and sprinkle them through his sermons as illustrations. He was 
responsible for correctly teaching his congregation. 

Rightly dividing means there is such a thing as wrongly dividing; not everyone cuts it straight. We must 
understand that Biblical truth is not just an issue left up to everyone’s interpretation. There is a right way and a 
wrong way to understand Scripture, and a pastor especially must work hard to master the right interpretation. 

The Bible does not mean just what anyone wants it to mean. There may be many people trying 
to twist the Scriptures to their own ends, but they are wrongly dividing the word of truth. We 
can’t just pick the interpretation that seems most comfortable to us, and claim it as true. It 
must be consistent with what Scripture says in the specific passage within the entire message 
of the Scriptures.  

A good example, of many, is how differently Romans 8:28 by itself is understood when read with the next two 
verses (Romans 8:28-30), or II Peter 3:9 by itself, in the context of II Peter 3:1-9. 

(16-18) Price of not keeping focus: Faith of some is overthrown: This refers to anything that 
takes the focus from the gospel and God’s Word. These babblings are profane because they are 
unholy in contrast to the holiness of God’s Word, and are vain, because even though people 
like to hear them, they don’t have eternal value. 

Man’s opinions, man’s teachings, man’s opinion polls, man’s stories, man’s programs, are all profane and vain 
babblings compared to the simple Word of God (I Corinthians 1:21-30). When these things become the focus of 
the message from the pulpit, it will increase to more ungodliness. 

The message of profane and vain babblings may spread virally and be popular; like a cancer 
that spreads fast. Paul refers to the false teachers Hymenaeus and Philetus who started out 
correctly, and then strayed from that correct position; teaching that we were already in God’s 
millennial kingdom; that there was no resurrection to come; it had already occurred. 

http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rom&c=10#17
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#15
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Cr&c=5#10
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Cr&c=5#10
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#16


4/21/13        BE STRONG IN GOD’S WORD         4/21/13 

Soli Deo Gloria 7 4/18/2015 

Though the only false doctrine Paul mentioned regarding these two men is that they taught that the 
resurrection is already past, the effect was to overthrow the faith of some. Undoubtedly, this was not 
their only error; and a fundamental error often leads to many more strange beliefs, until one has abandoned 
Jesus and His truth all together. 

(19) Reward of keeping focus: Solid foundation of God: Paul had just discussed that the 
church was under severe attack and might not stand against the rising tide of deception and 
wickedness. However, he makes it clear that the kingdom of God cannot be shaken. 

Though men like Hymenaeus and Philetus made dangerous attacks against the church and their message spread 
like cancer, and even though the faith of some might be overthrown, the solid foundation of God stands. 

God has a plan, God has a purpose, God has a strategy, and the solid foundation of God stands 
no matter how many fall away. “For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, and do 
not return there, but water the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to 
the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall 
not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for 
which I sent it (Isaiah 55:11).” 

Paul then importantly identifies the two inscriptions on the seal of God: (1) The Lord knows 
those who are His; and, (2) Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity. 

1. The Lord knows those who are His:  If Hymenaeus and Philetus continue their 
destructive ministry, if profane and vain babblings sweep through the church like 
cancer, iIf the faith of some is overthrown, the Lord knows those who are His. God does 
not sit in heaven, wondering and worrying if you are saved or not. He does not hope or 
wonder if you will make it to the end. He knows. The Lord knows those who are His; and, 

2. Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity: It is true that God 
knows those who are His; and He calls those who are His to leave their sin behind. If 
someone does not have the desire or the actions to depart from iniquity, it is fair to ask if 
they really belong to Jesus or if they have just deceived themselves. 

The solid foundation of God, in His Word, stands and it isn’t going to change. Therefore, we can 
keep our focus on it. 

“The first seal marked it for the Lord, the second secured its removal from the common stones around it. First 
comes election, and sanctification follows. I want every professing Christian to have that double mark, and so to 
be Christ’s man, known of all to be such by coming out from the unclean, and being separated unto the Lord.” 
(Spurgeon) 
 

PPUURRSSUUIINNGG  RRIIGGHHTTEEOOUUSSNNEESSSS  ((22::2200--2266))  

(20-21) Vessels of honor and dishonor: Paul just used the picture of God’s building and now he 
thinks of that building as a great house that has a variety of vessels in it. The church of God is 
indeed a great house. It is great because of: 

 Who it belongs to: The house of our great God is certainly a great house; 

 It is planned and designed on a great scale: It has the most brilliant Architect and houses 
a great multitude of the greatest people to ever walk the earth; 

http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#19
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#20
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 The great cost it took to build it: This is a mansion far more valuable than any real estate 
on earth, built by the great work of Jesus on the cross; and, 

 Its importance: This house and what happens in it is at the center of God’s plan of the 
ages. The business of this house is more important than any trivia most of the world is 
interested it. 

Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from dishonorable things, God will regard us as vessels of 
honor, sanctified and useful for the Master.  

There is a main aspect of cleansing which comes to us as we trust in Jesus and His work on our behalf. This work 
of cleansing is really God’s work in us and not our work (I John 1:9). There is another aspect of cleansing which 
God looks for us to do with the participation of our own will and effort. Not that it is our work apart from God, 
but it is a work that awaits our will and effort. This aspect of cleansing is mostly connected with usefulness for 
service, and closeness to God. 

Sanctified and useful: Sanctified means set apart and clearly, some people are more sanctified 
and useful to God than others; more prepared for every good work. Some Christians are more 
able to be used by God than others, because they have cleansed themselves, and made them 
more usable to God, prepared for every good work. 

God will use His people for every good work (e.g., at workplace, school, home, and community). This happens as 
one will cleanse himself and set himself aside to God as a vessel for honor. 

That’s why your conduct really matters. It greatly effects how God can use you and will use you 
to touch the lives of others. 

(22-23) How to cleanse yourself: This is the first aspect of cleansing; to flee youthful lusts. 
Don’t entertain them or challenge them or try and endure them. The idea of “I will just test 
myself on this one to see if I can stand against it” has made many fall into sin. 

If you cannot flee also youthful lusts, there is a real limit to how much God can use you, a limit to how useful to 
the Master you will be. You can’t really say “yes” to God until you can say “no” to some other things. 

Cleansing is more than just avoiding bad things it is also the pursuit of good things. To be 
cleansed, we must do everything we can to be right in our personal relationships with others. 
Cleansing needs to extend to how we treat others. We must take great care that we do all we 
can do. Romans 12:18: “If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all 
men.” 

Bad relationships really hinder our service to the Lord. We must do what we can to set things right if we want to 
be used of God as much as we can be. 

Another thing to avoid is foolish and ignorant disputes. These distracting interests can also 
limit how much God can use us. 

(24-26) Gentle servant: Kind of attitude God can use: The great men of our world are not 
usually thought of as servants or as gentle. Yet in the kingdom of God, greatness is marked by 
being a servant of the Lord and by being gentle to all. 

Paul now tells Timothy the attributes about being a servant of the Lord, and the basic 
characteristics of a godly pastor: 

http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=1Jo&c=1#9
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#22
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rom&c=12#18
http://www.blb.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Ti&c=2#24
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1. You must not quarrel but be gentle to all: It was not his job as a pastor to pick fights and 
to look for conflict; 

2. You must be able to teach: With the great emphasis Paul placed on God’s Word, a pastor 
who is not able to teach is like a surgeon who can’t use a scalpel; 

3. You must be patient: God’s work often takes time, but God is not in a hurry, and wants 
us to learn how to patiently trust Him (II Peter 3:8). 

4. You must be in humility correcting those who are in opposition: The gentleness and 
patience Timothy must have does not mean he is to never confront those who need to 
be confronted; but he must do it in humility. 

Paul then specifically told Timothy how to correct those in opposition to him: 

1. He must see their need to repent, and this repentance will never happen apart from a 
work of God in their heart; 

2. He must understand that anyone who fights against God is deceived, and must come to 
their senses; repentance flows as someone comes to the truth in this way; 

3. He must also understand that those who are in opposition to God’s work, whether they 
know it or not, are bound in a demonic oppression, and are doing the devil’s work. They 
need to escape the snare of the devil, and God is ready to set them free (John 8:32). 

Paul then spoke of those who serve the devil and those who serve God; a choice for every Christian who they 
will decide to serve (Romans 6:17). Those that do not know Christ have not been enabled to make such 
decisions. To be a servant of the Lord we must be empty, clean, and available. If we refuse to be empty, clean, 
and make ourselves available to the Lord, we will find ourselves captive to the devil in one sense or another. 

 

 


